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AFTER two hours' hard work In his fields, fanner· Sergel 
Semenov was glad to rest ·.for a few minutes In the 
sunshine. · 

It was just after 7 a.m. on June 30, 1908, and the short, warm 
,.Northern Siberian summer was the .busiest time on the farm . 
. Semenov, sitting in his porch, was·tbinking of the day &head when, at 
exactly 7.17 a.m., the early-momin~fpea.Ce was shattered by a massive 
explosion and a ·blinding ligpt that filled the sky. . 

He wq thrown from the porCh and Jmoc:bd UDCODICioul. When he came to be 
beard a mighty thundering noise that "shook the whole bowJe and nearly moved it 
b'om its foUndations ." · 
· R ec•lling the blast later be said: 1"""""11!1!!. ~--
'"'lbere was a great flash , and so mucb · 

, beat my shirt was almost bilrned off my 
back . 

.. 1 saw a huge ball of fire that covered 
an eoonnou.a part of the sky. After­
wards it was very dark, as though tbe · 
lUll had set." 

. :.. Semenov was one of thousands d eye- · 
'W'itoeaes ol perhaps the greatest and 
ma.t mystenous explosion the world 
bas ever known, in the Tunguska River 
Valley. 

Massive 
As far away a.s London - some nine 

boun behind- it wa.s possible to read 
the small print in a newspaper at 
11 p.m. . 

Golfers in Kent wrote to The Timet 
that they could have played a round at 
2 a.m. · 

In ~lm. sharp, scenic pboto­
~ were taken in the middle d the 
~~ni&ht. 
· ~ . .awdua clouds persisted until 
IDOr'Di.al-- Germany. and in Holla.od 
utrocaowec1 ·;.were unable to aee the 
ltl.n ~ .~ tbe brightneaa d the 

~.,tk lu.tnrmenu in Ulodoo aDd 
arOUDd tbe world recorded a massive 
tbock wave, .,00 in Ruuia the bri&bt 

. night. weot oo well into. July. · . ·. 
. ...: Today,. Qe&rly 80 Ye&rl later, what­
ever .came hl.u'tlin& from space to 
explode_· with such terrifying force 
~.a. myatery. . 

That it bapPeoed in such a remote 
~ wu a atrokc ol good fortune. It 
deY~ . the . 

,-... ~~~~ 
Wnningtuem but there 
Were QO n:ported human 
C"'Miriea. · -. 
· For the wil4life there 
wu ao e8cape, and wbole 
herds ol reiudeer were 
indDeratcd.. 

buiW c. c.. iD New 
.t.laico after the dull 
cloud from America'• 
tint ouc:lear te8t bit 
tbem. 

• ·Tbere were plant 
mutatiooa, aimilar to 

. tboee iD Japan -. after 
the IUS atomic ..... _... . . . · 

• . ~Peeo~d ~led duSt, called 
trilaititee; produced by 
oudea.r tiluta, were 

alarge, b uisb, 
-. _. cyli.Ddiical object ·rac-: 
- . iDJ ~ tbe aky 
. .. witb a ~· IOQDd, 

. . - .. .......... trail, 
jalt befcn tM biUt. 

-_ .fire 
Nearly --aJJ the trees in 

an a.rea more than 40 
miles acrou were ripped 
from the earth and 
thrown outwards to lie 
like the spokes of a giant 
wbecl. 

Finally~ in 1921, ~ 
aor Leonid A.I.Culik, ~ tbe 
Soviet ~ ol Scieo­
cea, em aa a a­
year queat to leek out the 
cauae. 

But wben be died, killed 
by the Nuia iD the Secood 
World War, be bad ltill 
not come to any clear 
CXJOCJuaion 

• (TOP LEFT)-A ~ &rpAa ··~-~,,...- .--, .,... .,.. how.,...,,_~.,_ 
,.., ol 8mOib.,., the --- ......... (iWOWJ .. .... ,..., ,.., • OMiurJ.,., lite .... .,. 

rag~o~~· •• ....... I I ( ~ .., ~ aiWI cMned ,_ lrunlb. 

Nomad tribesmen 4S 
IIli.la from the explosion 
were hurled to the 
grou.od, their tents ripped 
away bra wind so bot it 
IOOI'Ched the akin. 

laYatigatiooa into the 
b.okx:auR were delayed 
by the revolutionary 
Ullbeavela in Russia, and 
World Wtr I. 

In ·a series ol expedi- · 
tioos, Kulik aod a amall 
team ol fellow .yicptim 
and local guid8e backed 
their way throucb ~DU"-: 
shy forest to n8c:b J:be · 
scene d the blut. 

They fouod a .muaive 
bowl, nearly a mile 
across, and uprooted, rot· 
ted tree t:ruJlU over an 
a rea of 2,000 aquare 
miles. 

And they queatiooed 
eyerwitnaael, wbo apoke 

_. '"- . ,: . . - . ~ •.. -~:-: . . '. 
ol a rivid ball d flre "10 · Tbe local ~r ol. · fire wu beard. All tbe 
briaht it made even tbe lrkutM ~ tbat iD a ~-;-bedldinca ·lbook -and a 
lUll seem dark" sweepiD& :_ villac*'.200 m.iJa frOm tbe i ·forUd toaaue ·~ flame 
acroa the aky. - . . blut .. ~.peas&Pa ... a ;~tnP tbrouiJ:l tbe cloud." 

People IDOR than so . _body abiniDa too brlfb.tlr . ... ~ Not until 1945 u tbe 
m.lla'from the blut,lib for .the~- eye wtth a · atomic duat m~ed 
fBI'IDel' .Semaoov, apoke bluiab-white U&bt. . · · above Wroabhna and 
ol "violent vibrationa" "It moved vertic.Jlly ~f;lri did lcleotiau 
followed by "a fiery body down. ward for about ten, · ..:... _. w.- wit-
trail.ing a wide baDd o1· m 1 o u & e • . W .ben It ..... .- · maDY b.v':' been 
li&ht acroea the sky." approached the~ it ~~b~ a nuclear 
·Several obaerven -: teemed to ate ezpkMsioa 

reported a fireball aod iD ita place a uge ·. ·· . · 
followed by a muahroom- cloud ol black amob wu . · ·~ . aperta belie~e 
.... -1 pillar ol ·~ tormed. . . ·_ b·~ wu a ~!p 
~ milea b.icb· . ·. UA loud Q"ub lib CUD- . .- . t,om aDodaer plaDet that 

overbeated in ibe euth'a 
atmo.pbere, makiDc tbe 
nuclear fuel uoatable and 
setti.oa olf u expbioa 
equivaleot tD. »mep­
too bomb. 

Then il pleoty ol evi­
deoce. OD tDar aide: 
• ~ tDptber wit-

neuea acc:ouor.., tbe 
~ject ~to have 
· cbUlpd coune· Ooly 
a c:oatroUed vebicle 
could have doae that. 

• It 10em1 tD have been 
travelliDc relatively 
&lowly - juat over 
2,000 m.p.h. 'That ia DOt 
a lot futer than aome 
modern military 
p~. 

• Tbe earth'• mapetic 
faeld ia diaturbed by a 
nuclear a;plosioo. 1'be 
Siberian blut bad a 
limi1ar effect. 

e There ia DO aip that 
anyth.ioc actually hit 
the earth. Scieotiats 
calcula~ that the b1ut 
wu five miles above 
tbe earth'a IW'fae. 

• n.e· patterD d dest:n» 
. tioo tallied with that d 
a DUcle&r bomb. 

• BJi8tcn were fOUDd OD . . •. niPdeer' tbat IUrvived 
· :. 8imUar · to radiation 

Otber theories IUQCSt 
the exploe.ioo wu cauaed 
~comet. Cometa are 

t to be m&Na of 
frozeU ~~ aod ~pace 
debril. U ooe entered tbe 
earth 'a atmoapbere it 
could become bOt eoouP 
to explode. Some ~ 
tiatJ think thia ia tbe DX»t 
likely aplaoation. 

Anti-matter 1 which ia 
like oormal matter, but 
made up ol pomtive parti­
cles, instead ol tbe nep­
tive partidea we call dec· 
trooa. U it came into 
c:ootac:t with ordinary 
matter tba'e would be a 
mauive n:p&o.ion. 

A meteorite fal.l.ina to 
earth. Most d them 6um 
up iD the atmospbere 
before reacbios tbe 
around, but ooe that fell 
OD A.ri.moa iD pre-hiatoric 
times left a crater three­
quarten ol a mile KI"QU. 
It aeema UD1ibly. u all 
~~~toan. 
~~-Lpii--MllliU ID tDe air. 


